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How Law Firms are Adapting During COVID-19 
Courtesy of podium.com 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
Carrying on “business-as-usual” can feel daunting in times like these, especially for law firms. But there are a 
number of actionable steps you can take to adapt. Here are a few tips on how law firms are succeeding in the 
wake of COVID-19. 

These several months have been stressful for 
businesses all around. And with new 
regulations in wake of COVID 19, we know you 
are working around the clock to find effective 
ways to take care of your staff and clientele in 
the face of challenges like working remotely 
and social distancing. 
 
The good news is that we’ve seen some firms 
taking effective measures and seeing 
extraordinary success, even with traditional 
ways of business out of commission. How? 
Here are a few tips we’ve gathered from law 
firms across the country who are successfully 
adapting to the new business-as-usual: 
 
Let people know you’re open for business 

 

In a crisis like this, many people assume that 

businesses are closed unless they find out 

otherwise. And the subsequent lack of outreach to 

your firm can have a misleading effect that there is 

no demand for your services—when there actually 

is. Using tools like text and webchat, 

 overcommunicate that your firm is still open and 

taking new clients. This will help to prevent any 

slowdown that is perception-based rather than 

reality-based.  

Listen to your clients 
 

With so many changes and serious concerns about 
personal safety, your clients may have legitimate 
worries about traveling or personally attending 
court hearings, mediations, disputations, etc. Listen 
to these concerns, offer support and validation 
where you can, and try to accommodate their 
needs whenever possible. This will let your clients 
know that their safety is your top priority. “As 
lawyers, we handle the human side of client 
relations every day, and part of the goal is to take 

their temperature down when we can,” says Dayna 
Underhill from Holland & Knight LLP.  
 

Facilitate interactive online client meetings 
 

One way to protect your clients and maintain 
effectiveness is to move online. Social distancing 
doesn’t mean you have to cancel your meetings 
with clients and staff. Transition your conversations 
to phone, video, or other online communication 
platforms. Using secure messaging, you can quickly 
send any documentation you may need to go over 
in your meeting.  
 

Host business development events online 
 

What is the most effective way to network and find 
new referrals in the modern age? Events. 
Around 67% of legal marketing professionals and 
45% of attorneys reported firm-hosted events as 
one of the most effective ways to get new clients. 
And just because we are in lockdown doesn’t mean 
these events can’t happen. You can host many 
effective business development events online, 
including: 
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>> Seminars—hold a conference to provide training 
and/or update your attendees on legal changes in 
the area. Schedule networking time towards the 
end so attendees can network and connect with 
key contacts.  
>> Lunches—because many legal practitioners have 
very busy schedules, taking a lunch hour together 
can be an effective way to offer networking or 
training opportunities.  
>> Collaborations—pre-record a collaboration with 
a business relevant to your area of practice. If you 
are an estate planning law firm, collaborate with a 
senior center to help attendees understand the 
needs of your clientele.  
 

Collect feedback through text 
 

After these events, or other trainings and client 
meetings, it is important to collect feedback from 
attendees to assess whether your event or meeting 
was effective. The fastest and most convenient way 
to do this is through text. Our research shows that 
the open rate for text is as high as 98% while email 
sits around 20%. With the right messaging tools, 
you can use personalized, automated text to get 
quick feedback and increase your effectiveness.  
 

Double-check your calendar 
 

With the break in daily routine and frequent 
changes in plans due to COVID 19, the risk that a 
member of your firm will miss an important court 
alert message or mis schedule is high. Double-
check that all of your messages have been 
evaluated and your calendar properly scheduled to 
avoid missing deadlines that could lead to 
malpractice claims. “In stressful situations, this is 
the kind of thing that gets overlooked, due dates 
and schedules and e-filing. You must make sure 
you don’t have any gaps in this area,” says Shannon 
Sprinkle, managing partner of Copeland Stair 
Kingma & Lovell LLP. 
 

Maintain a connection with your clients and staff 
 

Using secure messaging, keep your clients and staff 
in the loop about upcoming meetings, trial dates, 
mediation, or document signing. Also keep your 
clients updated with any changes in business hours, 
or if you are moving to a work-from-home status as 
a business. You can even reach out to past clients 

with messages of hope and support to let them 
know their wellbeing is your top priority. 
Maintaining connection and transparency will help 
you build relationships of trust that will be even 
more important in terms of future business.  
 

Reach out to other resources 
 

If you are low on cases, consider reaching out to 
other businesses in your network and asking if they 
might swap referrals. If they are swamped and 
you’re looking for work, you might be able to work 
collaboratively with them or take some of their 
cases. You can also look to your local and state bar 
to check if they have a list of lawyers for the public 
and are in need of legal assistance.  
 

Equip your staff to succeed 
 

If you are already at a work-from-home status, you 
know that working remotely comes with its own 
difficulties; but if you set the right expectations and 
prepare your staff well, you can be as effective at 
home as you are in the office. Be sure to 
communicate expectations, even over-
communicate them, from the beginning. The 
biggest risk of remote work is lack of 
communication. With frequent, transparent 
contact, you can work to ensure this does not 
happen. Another tip: don’t stop at explaining  
how you will be working remotely, but explain  
why as well. Doing so will help you gain buy-in from 
your staff and clients and will help them to view 
the transition more positively (resulting in greater 
efficiency and cooperation!). 
 

Prepare for the rebound 
 

Though the pandemic has led to a decrease in 
business for some legal fields, others are getting 
ready for a spike. Use this time with your team to 
strategize the best way to field a flux in cases 
involving: supply chain disruptions or debt 
restructuring consulting (and other financial 
matters); Contractual obligations (whether parties 
can be excused due to the health crisis); 
Insurance claims  
 

Learn everything you can 
 

Now is the time to learn all you can about the  
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outbreak and attendant disruptions and effects in  
order to increase your risk-avoidance knowledge. A 
great way to do this is to connect with insurers—
insurers can offer valuable insight and information 
in terms of client concerns and guidance for 
responding to events like COVID 19, forming new 
policies (for things like remote work),  

cybersecurity, coverage for malpractice suits, and 
pro-tips about what other legal firms are doing to 
work through the crisis.   
Business is not coming to a halt. Not even close. 
With the right tools and mindset, you can keep 
your firm thriving—under any circumstances.  
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 Tips on Pairing Wine and Cheese 
By Madeline Puckette, winefolly.com 

Which wines pair best with what cheeses? Armed with the right information, you can create amazing wine and 
cheese pairings on your own. Let’s take a look at some classic pairings and why they work, so that the next 
time you’re on a wine and cheese mission, you’ll have no doubt what to choose! 

Tip #1: Pair wines and cheeses with equal intensity 

This tip is the most important 
takeaway for creating your own 
pairings. The delicate flavors of 
Gruyère would be overwhelmed 
by a big, bold Cabernet 
Sauvignon, but are perfectly 
balanced when paired alongside 
a Pinot Noir. As a general rule: 

• Wines over 14.5% ABV are 
more intense and taste 
better with more intensely 
flavored cheeses. 

• Wines under 12% ABV are 
less intense and match 
nicely with more delicately 
flavored cheeses. 

Tip #2: Bold red wines pair best with aged cheeses 

 
 

As cheese ages and loses water-
content, it becomes richer in 
flavor with its increased fat 
content. These two attributes are 
ideal for matching bold red wines 
because the fat content in the 
cheese counteracts the high-
tannins in the wine. For the best 
results, select cheeses aged at 
least a year, including Cheddar, 
Gruyère, Manchego, Gouda, 
Provolone, or Parmesan-style 
varieties like Parmigiano-Reggiano 
and Grana Padano. 



Tip #3: Match super funky cheeses with sweeter wines 

 
Sweeter wines like Moscato, 
Gewürztraminer, Late Harvest dessert 
wines, and Port match wonderfully with 
stinky, washed-rind, and blue-veined 
cheeses. Why? The sweetness in the 
wine helps balance the “funk” in the 
cheese and makes it taste creamier. Also, 
the “stink” of the cheese will help 
balance the sweet taste of the wine. 

Two classic pairings you must try if you 
like funky cheeses are Port with Stilton 
and Sauternes with Roquefort. Delicious! 

 

Tip #4: Sparkling wines are incredible with soft, creamy cheeses. 

 

 
Sparkling wines have high acidity and carbonation, which offer a palate-cleansing effect to creamy, sticky 
cheeses such as Brie, Muenster, Camembert, Cremont, or Époisses de Bourgogne. 

 

https://winefolly.com/review/what-is-port-wine/
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Tip #5: Wines and cheeses from the same place pair well together 

 
More often than not, you’ll do well to trust the local traditions and match wines and cheeses from the same 

region together. A few great examples of this include Sauvignon Blanc with Goat Cheese (Loire Valley, France), 
Chardonnay with Époisses de Bourgogne (Burgundy, France), and Garnacha with Manchego (Spain). 

Tip #6: When in doubt, get a firm, nutty cheese 

 
When serving several wines, and 
you’re not sure which cheese to 
pair, one of the safest bets and 
most popular choices with all 
styles of wines is a firm, nutty 
cheese. The cheese will have 
enough fat to counterbalance 
tannin in red wine, but enough 
delicacy to compliment delicate 
whites. A few examples include 
Swiss, Gruyère, Abbaye de Belloc, 
Comté Extra, Emmental, and 
Gouda. 
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A Lifetime of Advocacy: Anthony Ben Reflects on 
His 65-Year Career in Law 

PASSAGES: Newly retired attorney Anthony Ben reflects on his 
65 years in the profession. 

Anthony Ben and his son, Charles, practiced law together for 
40 years in Lockport. The elder Ben officially retired in early 
May, on his 93rd birthday. 

Anthony Ben is no stranger to changes in life. The son of 
Sicilian immigrants was a "naval hospital man" during World 
War II who went on to decide he'd try to make a living in the 
law rather than medicine.                                                                                                                         

It was only the first change of heart for a lifelong Lockportian 
who recently "hung up his shingle" after 65 years in 
professional practice. 

"I was hired right out of law school to be an associate with 
Gold, Speranza and Hughe," Ben said. "Two years later I had 
another change of heart and was ready to go it alone." 
 

A new firm, Ben & Watson, was established in 1957, in the 
city where Ben was born in 1927 and where he and wife 
Earlene would raise their two sons, Charles and James. 
 
Both boys went into law, but James Ben, who now 
resides in Connecticut, left the profession 
for investment banking. 
 

Eldest son Charles Ben joined his father at work in 
1980, after graduating from the University at 
Buffalo. The two formed a partnership that would 
endure for four decades. 
 

"It was an indescribable pleasure," Anthony Ben 
said of working with Charles. "It made all the 
difference to me." 
 

"I always wanted to join him in the practice of 
law. And it's been my honor to do so for the last 40 
years," Charles said in return. 
 

Anthony "always had a talent for understanding people 
and their problems and he was great at creating warm 
bonds," his son said. "People just generally trusted him 
and everybody, especially in the legal community, 
always expressed warmth towards him, from clients to 
the court staff, to judges, to law enforcement. It 
seemed like everybody I would deal with, when they'd 

see me, they'd smile and they would always ask about 
my dad." 
 

Anthony's official retirement date was May 2, his 
93rd birthday. He says his reason for working so 
long was "why not?" Eventually, though, he ran out 
of energy for the work. 
 

"I never thought of 65 years when I was at 60," he 
said. "I woke up one morning and said, 'Holy 
mackerel! I've been doing this for 65 years.'" 
 

Reflecting on the profession, Anthony says much 
has changed since he started out. After 65 years of 
practicing criminal and matrimonial law, he 
remains confident in his own time-tested 
formula for success. "There's only one avenue to 
success, and that's hard work," he says. "You got to 
get up every morning and work." 
What's more, he believes, there has to be a 
personal touch. There are different ways to 
interact with clients, but in all cases, he learned 
along the way, "You got to listen to their problems 



and make your client believe you are the only one 
who can solve all his problems." 
 

Just out of law school in the 1950s, Anthony was 
assigned a murder case from County Court. He 
successfully defended his client, a woman accused 
of stabbing her boyfriend to death with a 
sharpened letter opener. 
 

The victim and his client were indeed in a fight, and 
she did stab him, Anthony recalled, but he was able 
to show the hospital could've easily saved his life if 
they had diagnosed the problem correctly. Thus, 
the jury came back with a finding of "not-guilty." In 
the end, Ben said, "It's just a job. It's a profession."                                                                                                         
 

While Charles Ben said his dad has a great depth of 
knowledge when it comes to law, dad is in turn 
impressed with technology and the speed at which 
it can "spit out a law" for a lawyer. 
"I don't care how smart you think you are, the 
computer somehow knows more," he said. 
 

Anthony recalls fondly the camaraderie that 
once existed among lawyers working in the county 
seat: The clubs, the parties, playing cards with his 
fellow members of the Lockport Lawyer's Club. 
Today, he said, it's just a bunch of lawyers talking 
law. When it all changed is hard to say, but it did, 
he added. 
 
 
 

Now that he has stopped practicing law, Anthony 
says he's not quite sure what to do with himself. He 
knows he wants to stay in Lockport; going to 
Florida for months at a time is too exhausting, and 
unlike snowbirds, he likes wintertime in western 
New York. 
 

Retirement is "difficult to get used to," he 
conceded. "My whole I've been on the run, so to 
speak, very busy. Then all of a sudden, nothing." 
 

But, he noted, he was fortunate to have a peaceful 
home life, and while he's not a man of many 
hobbies, he expects he will enjoy sitting with 
Earlene, reading books and watching television. 
There's also the Skype calls he gets from his 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, as well as 
the continued relationship he has with his children. 
 

Before the pandemic hit, Anthony was meeting 15 
other ROMEOs (Retired Old Men Eating Out) for 
lunch every Wednesday at a different restaurant. 
The group formed more than 20 years ago as "just 
a group of guys" and transformed as they all got 
older. Anthony was the founding member, by 
virtue of him calling a friend and asking, "How 
about lunch?" 
 

"They're from all walks of life: plumbers, 
carpenters, judges, lawyers," Anthony said. "It's a 
good group." 

 



BLOG IDEAS FOR LAWYERS 
By bluecorona.com 

 
When it comes to blogging for lawyers, most attorneys I know have LOTS of questions: 

Does my law firm need a blog? 
Should I be blogging every day? 
What if I don’t have time to write? 
 

The list goes on and on. I know, because whenever we onboard a new law firm or attorney for marketing 
services those questions always pop up.  Well, you’re in luck. Below you’ll find the answer to all these 
questions and more, including: 
Why your law firm needs a blog 
How your law firm can increase leads and new clients with blogging 
Law firm blogging tips and trade secrets from the pros 
Where to find law firm blog ideas on your own 
What to do if you just don’t have the time and energy to put into a blog 
 
Yes, if you have a law firm, you need a blog, for three reasons: 
A blog increases leads and new clients 
A blog helps you retain existing clients 
A blog helps differentiate you from your competitors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blogging for lawyers is a great way to increase new clients. Not only does it highlight your prowess and 
authority, but it increases the chances people will find your firm (and hire you for your services). 
 

Websites with blogs are 434% more likely to rank on the first page of Google‐however, Google and other 
search engines don’t rank websites, they rank web pages. Each blog is another opportunity for you to catch 
the attention of someone in need of legal services. 
 

When people have legal issues, they have nothing but questions. Where do people go when they have 
questions they need answered? 
 

Online search engines. In fact, 93% of online experiences start with a search engine. Take a look at the images 
below. In the United States, here are more than 85,000 searches per month just for the two questions, “do I 
need a lawyer?” and “how much is a lawyer?” according to Google. 
 

People ask Google and other search engines everything, from where to find a lawyer to how long it takes to 
get a settlement. If these searchers aren’t getting the answers from your blog, they’re getting the answer from 
a competitor’s.  
 

Every client wants to know that their lawyer is the best one out there, and if they have the means, many won’t 
hesitate to switch mid-case if they feel they can get someone better. 
A blog is one way to prevent that: 



It’s proof that an attorney is active in learning and sharing updated and new information. It’s proof an 
attorney knows a lot about their field of law. It’s proof the attorney cares enough about people to give away 
free advice and help others in any way they can. 
 

It provides extra resources for clients throughout and after their cases—for example, someone in the middle 
of a divorce might benefit from a blog called “How to Handle School Drop-Offs During a Divorce” 
The final reason your law firm needs a blog is that it helps differentiate you from your competitors—if you can 
find your voice.  If you can get to the point in your writing where your blogs reflect your personality, it will go a 
long way to differentiate yourself from your competitors. A really good legal blog will be an extra way for 
potential clients to get to know you—without ever talking to you. 
 

With a legal blog, website visitors will be able to get your take on legal issues, see how well you explain things 
to the average Jill, and see how passionate you are about your work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most people see lawyers as a bunch of sharks in suits—you know it, I know it; we all know it. 
Having a blog is a way for you to break that stereotype and really put some personality into your 
practice. There is a flip side to this, though—if you write stiff, non-personalized blogs full of legal jargon it’s 
going to have the opposite effect. Many lawyers struggle writing for the average person, but there are ways to 
help make sure you’re writing in a way that will really connect with potential clients. Below, I’ll get more into 
how to find your voice and write in plain language. 
 
No, you don’t have to blog every day. Once a week should be fine for medium-sized law firms and once a 
month should be fine for small law firms, but remember—you get out what you put in. 
If you don’t have time to write legal blogs, I’m not surprised, for two reasons: 
 

• Most lawyers run at 120 mph, 25 hours a day, eight days a week. They barely have time to eat, let 
alone write a blog 

• Most lawyers are used to writing legal documents or legal articles—a style of writing that is the 
complete opposite of blogging for the average Jill. Unless they’re in high-level federal, international, or 
corporate law, most lawyers will struggle to write content that their clients can easily understand and 
act on without putting in hours and hours of editing. 
 

If that sounds like you, you need to hire a professional legal content writer or invest in legal content marketing 
services. Trust me—it will pay off in the long run. 
 

A word of caution: if you go the freelancer route, vet your writers carefully. One wrong piece of advice can get 
you disbarred.  
 

Law Firm Blogging Tips 
If you make a spectacular closing argument in an empty courtroom, does it have an impact on the outcome 
of the trial? No.  
 

https://www.bluecorona.com/top-seo-company/content-marketing
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Similarly, if you write a spectacular law blog and nobody reads it, it won’t make a dent in your client 
acquisition and retention strategy. 

 

To be sure people 
can find, read, and 
act on your blog, it 
needs to be found in 
search engines.  
 
I’ll give you an 
example. Here’s an 
article on the blog I 
HAD to click and 
read: 

 

 

 

 

“Sorry, You Live Next to Pig Poop Now.” 
I don’t care who you are, if you see that headline, you’re reading that article. Take a similar approach to your 
own field and your own practice. 
 

Look, here’s a no-fail way to write a legal blog: pretend like you’re speaking to a jury or someone’s mom and 
literally write down what you would say. Would you rather argue five cases and lose or argue one case and 
win? That’s the attitude you need to have with your blogs. Google values quality over pretty much everything 
else, and they’ve gotten really, really good at picking out what constitutes as quality. 
 

 

You need to have a purpose for your blog. A big law firm blogging mistake is acting like a legal reporter—
tacking up hasty blog posts about recent car accidents or legal cases in the area. I hate to break it to you, but if 
someone is looking for advice or services for a DUI, they aren’t going to care about a health code statute the 
state just passed. 
 

Think of your blog as a tree. The roots are your general field of law, and the trunk is your specialization. From 
there, you’ve got branches that serve as more detailed topics, getting more and more detailed the further out 
you go. 

https://abovethelaw.com/2019/09/sorry-you-live-next-to-pig-poop-now/?rf=1


Think you want to write about something? Start at the roots. Is the topic you want to write about related to 
your general field of law? If so, move up to the trunk and ask if it’s related to your specialization and if it can fit 
on one of your branches. If so, Great! You’ve got the green light to write the blog. If not, it doesn’t belong on 
your tree. 
 

Legal Blog Topics and Ideas (and Where to Find them On Your Own) 

1. Answer Legal FAQs 
How long did it take you to learn as much as you know now about the law? Your clients are trying to learn the 
same things in a fraction of that time. Identify the frequently asked questions your clients want the answers to 
and turn each one into multiple blog posts. 

2. Go Into Detail  
While no two cases will ever be identical, there are many systems in place to streamline legal proceedings. 
You as an experienced lawyer know all the ins and out the system—so you can outline what the average 
person needs to know going into a case. Expand upon details about specific practice areas over multiple blog 
posts, effectively communicating the need-to-know details while maximizing your online real estate. 
For example, create a series on how wrongful termination proceedings are conducted or how child custody is 
determined. Outlining this information will help your client understand what to expect and make them feel 
more comfortable from the get-go. 

3. Address Current Events 
When a statute or law related to your field changes, people need to understand how it affects them. Stay on 
top of current events and update your blog with the latest news that might affect your clients. Please don’t go 
reporting on every new car crash if you’re a DUI lawyer. Your time is valuable and that would be a great way to 
waste it. 

4. Showcase Your Expertise 
Anybody I’ve ever talked to that hired a lawyer have said they want the best representation possible. Prove 
you know what you’re doing by writing blogs in the form of case studies. Case studies are a great way to 
establish trust with your site visitors. They enable you to showcase your success and explain your individual 
approach to your cases. They are a great deliverable to offer potential leads and can be capitalized upon for 
keywords as well. Site visitors can gain insight into your breadth of experience and create familiarity with the 
relevant legal proceedings, which in turn leads to a great foundation of trust. 

5. Make Yourself a Trusted Resource 
Forget the complications of legal procedures; many people don’t know how to start when it comes to finding a 
lawyer. Outlining the process of finding a lawyer (or how to avoid hiring bad counsel!) shows site visitors that 
you want to help them before they even decide to hire you. 
 

WHERE TO FIND GOOD LAW FIRM BLOGGING TOPICS AND KEYWORDS/KEY PHRASES (FOR FREE) 

There are multiple places to find good law firm blogging topics, but to make it easier for you I’ll distill it down 
to my three favorites: 

1] Keywords Everywhere 
Keywords Everywhere is a free browser plugin that helps you find keywords related to specific searches. It’s a 
great tool to discover new law firm blogging topics because it also includes “people also search for” key 
phrases—which include related questions—as well as how many average monthly searches there are for each 
one. Here—I’ll show you: 

https://www.bluecorona.com/blog/tip-of-the-week-maximize-your-real-estate
https://www.bluecorona.com/case-studies/law-firm-seo
https://keywordseverywhere.com/


 

2] Answer the Public 
Answer the Public is a favorite idea hub of most legal content writers I know. After landing on the website, you 
plug in a keyword, press Go, and on the wizard returns all the most commonly asked questions and phrases 
related to that keyword (provided by Bing and Google). 
 
 

Buzzsumo 
BuzzSumo is great to find those shareable topics that can get you attention online. It provides the top most-
shared blogs in a specific time frame. It’s free, but to get an unlimited amount of suggestions and blogs you 
need to purchase the paid subscription. 

 

 

https://answerthepublic.com/
https://buzzsumo.com/


Should You Buy a Vacation Home During the Pandemic? 

By Lauren Sieben, realtor.com 

 
              Sportstock/Getty Images 

 
With most of us cooped up in our apartments or 

houses, it may be tempting to pull the trigger and finally 

purchase the vacation home you've always dreamed 

about. 

After all, mortgage rates are hitting record lows, and a 

change of scenery sounds awfully sweet right about 

now. If you can swing it, why not? 

Reality check: We’re also living through a time of 

economic uncertainty. You could lose your job or find 

yourself up against a major financial challenge in the 

weeks or months to come. 

Then, who knows when the economy will recover from 

the effects of the pandemic? Is this really a good time to 

take the plunge on a second home? 

The answer depends on your individual financial 

situation and your plans for the future. We talked to 

experts to help weigh the pros and cons of investing in a 

vacation property right now. 

Con: This could be a risky time to buy… 

“Even though real estate is one of the more sound 

investments you can make, do you have the tolerance 

for risk that comes with it?” asks Jen Horner, a real 

estate agent based in Salt Lake City. 

If you see yourself being ready to sell off your second 

home in just a few years, you should probably hold off 

on buying, and stick to renting in your dream 

destination. 

If you only plan to keep the property for the short term, 

you’re more likely to expose yourself to risk and market 

volatility when it comes time to sell; who knows if your 

home will retain value over the next few years? 

Pro: …but with low interest rates, now could be a great 

time to invest 

“For those with the income stability … purchasing a 

second home may make a lot of sense,” says James 

Duncan, director of education and engagement at 

Thrive Mortgage in Georgetown, TX. 

“Lower interest rates have boosted purchasing power, 

and for those who have ‘buy-and-hold’ mentalities, 

there likely has not been a better time to buy.” 

That means if you plan to purchase a property that 

you'll keep for years to come, you’ll be in a good 

position to weather the twists and turns of a volatile 

economy in the months (and years) ahead. 

“Real estate is always a good investment, provided you 

have the right financial strategy in place,” Duncan says. 

https://www.realtor.com/author/lauren-sieben
https://www.realtor.com/news/real-estate-news/mortgage-rates-keep-falling-to-record-lows-so-is-now-a-good-time-to-refinance/


Ultimately, if you’re unsure about it, talk over your 

situation with your agent and your financial planner to 

decide if now is the right time to buy. 

“Very good Realtors® will not only walk you through the 

financial steps to ensure a good investment, but will 

also do their due diligence to ensure you're investing in 

the right area with growth,” Horner says. 

Con: Getting a mortgage has gotten trickier 

“In the age of COVID-19, the primary concern for all 

lenders has been the continuity of income,” Duncan 

says. 

As a result, buyers are jumping through more hoops 

than ever to prove that they'll be able to pay a 

mortgage. 

Before the pandemic, lenders would run a few 

employment verifications before approving a new loan 

for a home buyer. 

These days, some lenders are running checks seven—or 

even 10—timesbefore approving a loan. If you lose any 

source of income during the buying process, that could 

jeopardize your ability to purchase a second home. 

If you’re worried about securing a mortgage, Duncan 

suggests reaching out to an independent mortgage 

bank that will likely be more flexible and able to work 

with buyers one-on-one. 

Pro: You can offset the cost of your vacation home by 

renting it out 

If you buy a second home in a popular vacation spot, 

you could tap into a new source of income by listing 

your place on sites like Airbnb and VRBO. 

Just keep in mind that renting your home to vacationers 

will add extra responsibilities to your plate, including 

maintaining the property, keeping photos and 

descriptions up to date, and cleaning between guests. 

The possibility of rental income also comes with a major 

COVID caveat: During the pandemic, travel restrictions 

and cleaning logistics have made renting more 

complicated for hosts. 

Be sure you understand what you’re getting into before 

you bank on rental income. 

Con: The market where you’re buying might take a 

while to recover from the pandemic 

Do your homework on the area where you want to buy. 

What kind of travel restrictions are in place? Will you be 

able to enjoy the natural beauty of the location, even if 

the restaurants and attractions are closed? Or will social 

distancing dampen the appeal? 

You also need to consider what this means for your 

property value. 

“If the local economy is 

largely driven by 

tourism, is it resilient 

enough to withstand 

downturns which could 

then impact property 

values?” Duncan asks. 

Work with your agent 

and financial planner to 

evaluate an area's risk 

before you decide to buy. 

Pro: You don’t have to be a multimillionaire to own a 

vacation property 

If the idea of a vacation home seems out of reach, 

here’s some good news: It’s more feasible than you 

think. 

“Second-home purchases are not just for high-net 

worth individuals,” Duncan says. “There are loads of 

opportunities for prospective borrowers at lower price 

points as well.” 

If you’re willing to expand your search beyond the main 

drag or to take on a few renovation projects, you’ll have 

more options, at a lower price point. 

That means you might need to look for homes near the 

water instead of on it, or to search for homes that need 

a little bit of updating. If you’re flexible and willing to 

put in a bit of elbow grease, it’s possible to make your 

vacation home dreams a reality. 

 

 

https://www.realtor.com/advice/finance/what-mortgage-lenders-wish-you-knew-about-home-loan-during-covid/
https://www.realtor.com/advice/finance/what-mortgage-lenders-wish-you-knew-about-home-loan-during-covid/
https://www.realtor.com/advice/buy/things-to-know-when-listing-your-vacation-home-on-airbnb/
https://www.airbnb.com/resources/hosting-homes/g/navigating-hosting-during-covid-19-7


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Are There Any Cheap Electric Cars?               
By Joshua Holt, Attorney at Law, biglawinvestor.com 

 
On the cusp of needing to own a car for the first time in 10 years, I set out to learn everything I could 
about affordable electric cars. 

I HAVEN’T OWNED A CAR FOR 10 YEARS. In NYC, 
they are expensive, noisy and generally a pain to own, 

so not surprisingly I had about a hundred other better 
uses of my money than owning a depreciating 
asset. 
 

Recently, however, we decided to purchase a vehicle 
and so naturally I wanted to learn everything possible 
about the car market. In particular, I wondered if the 
electric car market had sufficiently advanced that I 

could purchase a cheap electric vehicle. Here is the 
results of my research.                                                                                              
 

The concept of electric cars is not new, and their 
history goes way back to the 19th century. A 
Scottish chemist, William Morrison, developed the 
first electric car in 1890-91, capable of reaching 
23km/hour. But electric cars are still emerging, and 
their use is not very common. The technology used 
in modern electric cars is relatively new, and 
they’re more expensive than diesel or petrol cars. 
That’s why the very first thing that comes to most 

people’s minds is the extra upfront cost whenever 
they hear anything about electric cars.  

Ten years ago, only a handful of electric cars were 
available in the market, such as Nissan Leaf, Reva 
G-Wiz. The mile range of these electric cars was 
very low. Over the course of the past ten years, 
electric car technology has developed substantially, 
and now there are many affordable and efficient 
options. According to one study, there are about 
600,000 all-electric cars in California alone and the 
state is moving to all electric vehicles in the next 15 
years. 

It suggests that more people are now opting for 
electric cars because of their environmental and 
financial benefits. In this article, we’ll discuss the 
cheapest electric vehicles available in the market 
with their features and other important 
information. 

So, without any further ado, let’s get into it. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Morrison_(chemist)
https://www.sfchronicle.com/climate/article/Californians-are-buying-up-electric-cars-But-14447810.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/climate/article/Californians-are-buying-up-electric-cars-But-14447810.php


Nissan Leaf 
The electric vehicles market is filling with new 
electric cars, which are splashy and expensive such 
as Porsche Taycan, Tesla Model 3, Audi e-Tron, 
Jaguar I-Pace (there’s actually one of these down 
the street from me), etc. Additionally, the other big 
players of the automobile industry, such as Toyota 
and Ford, are also planning to join the electric 
vehicles industry with their new cars. It makes it 
very easy to forget that the most affordable EVs, 
and one of the most compelling and smart options 
for affordable electric cars, is Nissan Leaf. Nissan 
has been providing all-electric cars since 2010, and 
the Nissan Leaf 2020 has emerged well, and it’s 
now relatively affordable, roomy, and equipped 
with modern technology. If you compare it with its 
rivals such as KIA Niro EV and Chevrolet Bolt, the 
Nissan Leaf matches up head to head. 
 

Astonishingly, it offers the autopilot feature just 
like Tesla all-electric motors but at a significantly 
low price. 
 

Nissan has also added many new driver assistance 
features in its 2020 model. Some of the common 
features such as emergency braking on pedestrian 
detection, automatic warnings, automatic blind-
spot monitoring, etc. were optional last year. Now 
the users get all of these features in the standard 
model. The 2020 model also offers apple CarPlay, 
8.0 inches infotainment display, and Android auto 
integration. 
 

Nissan Leaf features 

• Vehicle Type: Front-wheel-drive, Front-
motor, Four-door, Five-passenger hatchback 

• Motor Type: Synchronous AC motor with 
permanent magnet 

• Torque: 251lb-ft 
• Displacement Power: 215 hp 
• Battery: Lithium-Ion 62.0 kWh battery pack 

(can be charged with 120- or 240-volt 
standard power outlet) 

• Transmission: 1-Speed Direct Drive  
• Tires: P205/55R16 All-season tires, 

P215/50R17 All-season, and tires Tire repair 
kit 

• Brakes F/R: Rear and front vented disc 
brakes, 4-wheel ABS (Anti-lock Braking 

System), EBD (Electronic Brakeforce 
Distribution) 

• Suspension F/R: Independent strut front 
suspension, front and rear stabilizer bars, 
Torsion beam rear suspension 

• Fuel Economy (EPA): City-114, Combined-
104, Highway-94 MPGe 

• Range: 215 miles with a single charge 

Nissan Leaf 2020 starting price is $31,600. 
 

Driver assistance, tech, and safety features 
Nissan Leaf performs well in the side-impact and 
moderate-overlap crash tests administered by the 
IIHS (Insurance Institute for High Safety). At the 
same time, the NHTSA (National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration) has not yet tested the 
safety of Nissan Leaf 2020. The key safety, tech, 
and driver assistance features of Nissan Leaf 2020 
are as followed: 

• 8.0 inches touchscreen, Bose audio system, 
Apple CarPlay and Android Auto 

• One USB-C port and three standard USB 
ports 

• Adaptive cruise control 
• Camera system to provide surround-view 
• Automatic forward collision alert, 

pedestrian detection, emergency front 
braking, emergency rear braking, blind-spot 
monitoring, warning for lane departure 
warning, traffic sign recognition, lane keep 
assist, rear-cross traffic alert and high beam 
assist. 

• Nissan Safety Shield 360 suite for driver 
assistance 

• Semi-autonomous driving mode 
• DC fast-charging capability. 

Maintenance and warranty support 
The maintenance and warranty coverage of Nissan 
is pretty much the same for all the Nissan vehicles. 
The most significant warranty and maintenance 
features that Nissan Leaf offers are as followed: 

• Eight years of battery warranty or up to 
100,000 miles 

• Three years of limited warranty or up to 
36,000 miles 

https://www.porsche.com/international/models/taycan/taycan-models/taycan-4s/
https://www.tesla.com/model3
https://www.audiusa.com/models/audi-e-tron
https://media.ford.com/content/fordmedia/feu/en/news/2019/09/12/how-far-will-fords-all-electric-suv-take-you--new-website-featur.html
https://www.confused.com/on-the-road/gadgets-tech/what-is-abs
https://www.confused.com/on-the-road/gadgets-tech/what-is-abs
https://auto.howstuffworks.com/car-driving-safety/safety-regulatory-devices/electronic-brake-force-distribution.htm
https://auto.howstuffworks.com/car-driving-safety/safety-regulatory-devices/electronic-brake-force-distribution.htm
https://cars.usnews.com/cars-trucks/what-is-mpge
https://www.nissanusa.com/vehicles/electric-cars/leaf/specs/compare-specs.html%23modelName=S%257C40%252520kWh
https://www.iihs.org/
https://www.nhtsa.gov/vehicle/2020/CHEVROLET/BOLT%2525252520EV/5%2525252520HB/FWD
https://www.nhtsa.gov/vehicle/2020/CHEVROLET/BOLT%2525252520EV/5%2525252520HB/FWD
https://usa.nissannews.com/en-US/releases/release-e41012cc44464ded95b622e340a6a036-nissan-intelligent-mobility-vision-to-bring-safety-shield-360-to-top-selling-models-representing-more-than-1-million-vehicles-annually%23:~:text=%2525E2%252580%252593%252520Nissan%252520is%252520introducing%252520Safety%252520Shield,top%25252Dselling%252520models%252520by%2525202021.
https://www.caranddriver.com/news/a14499180/from-the-silver-screen-to-the-highway-we-try-out-nissans-new-propilot-assist-and-e-pedal-driver-assist-technologies/


• Five years of powertrain warranty or up to 
60,000 miles 

• No complimentary maintenance supports 

Federal and state tax credit for Nissan Leaf 
The qualified Nissan Leaf 2020 gets the federal tax 
credit up to $7,500 (which is a big deal). There are 
also various state tax credits available depending 
upon the programs available in your state, meaning 
you can get a Nissan Leaf for ~$20,000. 
The Nissan Leaf undoubtedly is one of the most 
suitable and affordable EVs that are successfully 
facilitating the adoption of electric cars for 
thousands of people. Any person who is looking for 
an all-electric family car can opt for Nissan Leaf 
without having any second thoughts. 

Hyundai Kona Electric 
 

Hyundai has some very sophisticated cars and to 
compete with the electric vehicles market, Hyundai 
Kona Electric was first launched in 2019. It’s exactly 
the same Hyundai Kona SUV model with a battery 
and electric motor. The latest model, Hyundai Kona 
Electric 2020, is even more compelling as they 
improved on the 2019 model. This is the car that I 
almost purchased (but ultimately decided to wait 
on purchasing an electric vehicle as our second 
vehicle purchase if and when that happens). 
 
Hyundai Kona Electric 2020: What’s New? 
Pretty much all the specs and features of Hyundai 
Kona Electric 2020 are the same, with the 
exception of some minor changes. Ultimate and 
limited models of this electric car now offer a 
battery warmer system. Not only does it preserve 
the long-range (especially in cold weather), which 
is 258 miles with a single charge, but it also 
improves the battery charging time. Additionally, 
the ultimate model of Hyundai Kona Electric 2020 
is now equipped with an infotainment touchscreen 
of 10.3 inches. 
 

Hyundai Kona Electric Features 

• Vehicle Type: Front-wheel-drive, Front-
motor, Four-door, Five-passenger hatchback 

• Motor Type: Synchronous AC motor with 
permanent magnet 

• Torque: 290lb-ft 
• Displacement Power: 201 hp 
• Battery: Lithium-Ion 64.0 kWh battery pack 

(can be charged with 120 or 240-volt standard 
power outlet) 

• Transmission: Single-Speed Direct Drive  
• Tires: Nexen N’Priz AH8, 215/55R-17 94V 

M+S 
• Brakes F/R: 12.0-in vented disc/11.8-in disc 
• Suspension F/R: Struts/Multilink 
• Fuel Economy (EPA): City-132, Combined-

120, Highway-108 MPGe 
• Range: 258 miles with a single charge 

The Hyundai Kona Electric 2020 starting price is 
$37,190. 

Driver assistance, tech, and safety features 
The Hyundai Kona Electric 2020 has the same body 
as the Hyundai Kona SUV. The simple SUV model 
performed very well in the IIHS (Insurance Institute 
for Highway Safety), and NHTSA (National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration) administered crash 
tests. That’s why the electric model has not been 
tested again, but it’s likely to perform the same. 
There are three different models of Hyundai Kona 
Electric 2020, and some of the most significant 
tech, safety, and driver assistance features are as 
followed: 

• 7.0/10.25 inch-standard/ultimate touch 
screen  

• Apple car play and Android auto 
• Two additional USB ports 
• SiriusXM satellite radio 
• Forward collision alert 
• Automatic emergency front braking, lane 

departure warning, Lane-keeping assistance, 
blind-spot monitoring, rear-cross traffic alert, 
and driver attention warning. 

• DC fast-charging capability 
• Automatic Adaptive cruise control (Only in 

the ultimate model) 
• Automatic Pedestrian-detection technology 

(Only in the ultimate model) 

 

 

https://www.hyundaiusa.com/us/en/vehicles/kona-electric
https://www.hyundaiusa.com/us/en/vehicles/kona-electric
https://www.hyundaiusa.com/us/en/vehicles/kona-electric
https://cars.usnews.com/cars-trucks/what-is-mpge
https://www.hyundaiusa.com/us/en/vehicles/kona-electric
https://www.hyundaiusa.com/us/en/vehicles/kona-electric


Maintenance and warranty support 
Hyundai recently added a three year up to 36,000 
miles maintenance service for free that includes 
air-filter change, tire rotation, and some common 
system inspections. It makes Hyundai one of the 
only companies to provide the maintenance 
services that other rival EVs such as KIA Niro 
EV, Fiat 500e can’t beat. The warranty coverage 
has the following features: 

• Five years of limited warranty or up to 
60,000 miles 

• Ten years of powertrain warranty or up to 
100,000 miles 

• Ten years of battery warranty or up to 
100,000 miles 

• Three years of complimentary maintenance 
support or up to 36,000 miles 

Federal Tax Credit for Hyundai Kona Electric            
The qualified Hyundai Kona Electric 2020 gets the 
federal tax credit up to $7,500. There are also 
various state tax credits available depending upon 
the programs available in your state, meaning you 
can get a Hyundai Kona Electric for less than 
$30,000. 

The starting price is also very affordable as 
compared to the many of the electric vehicles that 
are currently available in the market, such as Tesla 
Model 3, Tesla Model X, or Jaguar I-pace, although 
it’s still a lot of money to drop on a new car. Will be 
much better when you can buy these on the used 
market in 3-5 years. 

Chevrolet Bolt EV 2020 

Chevrolet Bolt, also known as Chevy Bolt, is one of 
the first long-range, affordable electric cars that 
came into the market back in 2016. The standard 
driving range of this car (259 miles) is at the top of 
the list, and it’s also one of the cheapest electric 
vehicles. There is a very vast array of tech features 
that the Chevy Bolt comes with.  
 

Chevy Bolt EV 2020: What’s New?                         
The latest 2020 Chevy Bolt EV model has a number 
of advanced features that the company has 
included, and the most significant one is 

the increased mile range. The earlier Chevy Bolt 
model had 239 miles range, which has now 
increased to 259 miles. The exact number is, of 
course, an estimation from the EPA (Electric Power 
Generation) experts. It puts Chevy Bolt ahead of its 
electric car rivals such as Kia Soul EV, Hyundai 
Ioniq Electric, BMW i3, Mini Cooper SE, and Mini 
Electric hatchback. 

Chevy Bolt EV Features 

• Vehicle Type: Front-wheel drive, Front-
motor, Four-door hatchback, five-passenger 

• Motor Type: Synchronous AC motor with 
permanent magnet 

• Torque: 266lb-ft at 0 rpm 
• Displacement Power: 200 hpa at 4750 rpm  
• Battery: Lithium-Ion Liquid-cooled 66.0 

kWh (Its charger can be used with 120 or 240-
volt standard range plugs) 

• Transmission: 1-Speed Direct Drive 
• Tires: Michelin Energy Saver A/S Self-seal, 

215/50R-17 91H TPC M+S 
• Brakes F/R: 10.9-in vented disc/10.4-in disc  
• Suspension F/R: Struts/Multilink 
• Fuel Economy (EPA): City-127, Combined-

118, Highway-108 MPGe 
• Range: 259 miles of range with a single 

charge 

The Chevrolet Bolt EV starting price is $37,495. 
 

Driver assistance, tech, and safety features 
The Chevy Bolt 2020 EV performance is up to the 
mark, and the NHTSA (National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration) has rewarded it with a five-
star rating. But bear in mind that the IIHS 
(Insurance Institute for Highway Safety) did not 
reward the Chevy Bolt 2020 as the top safety 
electric motor. The Chevy Bolt offers an all-electric 
hatchback along with driver assistance technology. 
The key tech and safety features of this electric car 
are as followed: 

• Bose audio system 
• Wireless phone charger 
• Two USB ports 
• Camera system to provide surround-view 
• DC fast-charging  

https://www.kia.com/us/en/niro-ev
https://www.kia.com/us/en/niro-ev
https://www.fiatusa.com/500e.html
https://www.chevrolet.com/electric/bolt-ev
https://www.caranddriver.com/news/a28784342/2020-chevy-bolt-ev-range/
https://www.kia.com/uk/new-cars/all-new-soul-ev/
https://www.hyundaiusa.com/us/en/vehicles/ioniq-hybrid
https://www.hyundaiusa.com/us/en/vehicles/ioniq-hybrid
https://www.bmwusa.com/vehicles/bmwi/i3/sedan/pricing-features.html
https://www.miniusa.com/model/electric-hardtop.html
https://www.mini.co.uk/en_GB/home/range/mini-electric.html
https://www.mini.co.uk/en_GB/home/range/mini-electric.html
https://cars.usnews.com/cars-trucks/what-is-mpge
https://www.chevrolet.com/electric/bolt-ev/build-and-price/trim
https://www.nhtsa.gov/vehicle/2020/CHEVROLET/BOLT%2525252520EV/5%2525252520HB/FWD
https://www.nhtsa.gov/vehicle/2020/CHEVROLET/BOLT%2525252520EV/5%2525252520HB/FWD
https://www.nhtsa.gov/vehicle/2020/CHEVROLET/BOLT%2525252520EV/5%2525252520HB/FWD
https://www.nhtsa.gov/vehicle/2020/CHEVROLET/BOLT%2525252520EV/5%2525252520HB/FWD
https://www.iihs.org/
https://www.caranddriver.com/features/g27612164/car-safety-features/
https://www.caranddriver.com/features/g27612164/car-safety-features/


• Automatic high-beam headlights, rear 
parking sensors, forward-collision warning, 
emergency braking, lane-keeping assistance 
and lane changing warning, rear traffic alert 
and blind-spot monitoring 

Maintenance and warranty support 
Like other electric vehicles, Chevrolet Bolt comes 
with some of Bolt’s electric powertrain 
components. Moreover, the first visit for 
maintenance is completely free. The main warranty 
and maintenance support features that the Chevy 
bolt’s customers get are as followed: 

• Three years of limited warranty or up to 
36,000 miles 

• Five years of powertrain warranty or up to 
60,000 miles 

• Eight years of hybrid components warranty 
or up to 100,000 miles 

• One complimentary maintenance visit 

Federal Tax Credit for Chevrolet Bolt EV 
At the beginning of 2019, the federal tax credit for 
Chevy Bolt dropped to $3,750. Later in October 
2019, it further dropped to $1,875 and remained 
the same till March 2020. From March 2020 to up 
till now, there is no federal tax credit for any 
qualified Chevy Bolt vehicle from the GM. People 
can research their state rules to find out if their 
country/state is offering any incentives on Chevy 
Bolt 2020. Chevy Bolt is undoubtedly one of the 
cheapest and efficient options for EVs. People who 
are looking for a comfortable family electric car 
then Chevy Bolt can undoubtedly fulfill their 
requirements. 
 
KIA Niro EV 2020 
 

For all the people who are looking for an affordable 
and environmentally-friendly electric car, Kia Niro 
EV 2020 is a smart choice. It is the same model 
as Niro Hybrid with electric motor and battery as a 
replacement to a gasoline engine. It comes with 
extensive maintenance and warranty support, and 
its looks are very attractive as well. 
 

KIA Niro EV 2020: What’s New? 

The most noticeable change in KIA Niro EV 2020 is 
the front and taillight styling, and it is also 
equipped with 8.0/10.3- Niro Ex Trim/Niro 
Premium EX Trim inches screen display.  
 

KIA Niro EV Features 

• Vehicle Type: Front-wheel-drive, Front-
motor, Four-door, Five-passenger hatchback 

• Motor Type: Synchronous AC motor with 
permanent magnet 

• Torque: 291lb-ft at 0 rpm 
• Displacement Power: 201 hp 8000 rpm 
• Battery: Lithium-Ion 64.0 kWh battery pack 

(can be charged with 120- or 240-volt 
standard power outlet) 

• Transmission: 1-Speed Direct Drive  
• Tires: Michelin Primacy MXV4, 215/55R-17 

94V M+S 
• Brakes F/R: 11.8-in disc/12.0-in, vented disc 
• Suspension F/R: Strut/Multilink 
• Fuel Economy (EPA): City-123, Combined-

112, Highway-102 MPGe 
• Range: 239 miles with a single charge 

The starting price of KIA Niro EV 2020 is $39,090.  

Driver assistance, tech, and safety features 
The IIHS crash-tested the Niro Hybrid, and they 
rewarded it as one of the top safety picks. But the 
NHTSA has neither tested the Niro plug-in Hybrid 
nor the KIA Niro EV, but the scores will be the same 
as IIHS’s tests. The main drive assistance, tech and 
safety features of KIA Niro EV 2020 are as followed: 

• Apple CarPlay and Android Auto 
• 8.0/10.3 inches touchscreen 
• SiriusXM satellite radio 
• Two standard USB ports 
• Harman Kardon audio system 
• Rear parking sensors 
• Wireless phone charger 
• Adaptive cruise control,  
• Automatic forward collision alert, 

pedestrian detection, emergency front 
braking, lane departure warning, lane keep 
assist, blind-spot monitoring, rear-cross traffic 
alert, and driver attention warning. 

• DC fast-charging capability 

https://www.edmunds.com/fuel-economy/the-ins-and-outs-of-electric-vehicle-tax-credits.html
https://www.kia.com/us/en/niro-ev
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Maintenance and warranty Support 
The KIA Niro EV 2020 comes with very compelling 
warranty coverage. Some of the key warranty 
features are as followed: 

• Five years of limited warranty or up to 
60,000 miles 

• Ten years of powertrain warranty or up to 
100,000 miles 

• Ten years of hybrid components warranty 
or up to 100,000 miles 

• No complimentary maintenance supports 

Federal Tax Credit for Kia Niro EV 
The qualified Kia Niro EV 2020 gets the federal tax 
credit up to $7,500.  KIA Niro EV 2020 can be a very 
good companion for the people looking for a family 
electric car. Although it is not the cheapest option 
available, its standard model comes with more 
functionalities and equipment as compared to 
many other similar EVs. 
 

Tesla Model 3 2020 

Tesla, under the umbrella of Elon Musk’s vision, 
has single-handedly changed the landscape of 
electric cars. The electric vehicles that Tesla offers 
are comparatively at the top of the list when it 
comes to pricing. Tesla Model 3 is the least 
expensive one, and it is actually a surprisingly 
affordable way to experience the tech and 
functionality wonders of the world’s most 
advanced electric motor manufacturer if you’ve 
paid off your student loans, saved up six figures 
and feel like splurging on an electric vehicle. 

Tesla Model 3, 2020: What’s New? 

One of the unique and most impactful factors 
about Tesla that it constantly updates its electric 
cars by cloud-based software tweaks. The 
installation of a new mechanical component 
happens occasionally, and Tesla does not add new 
features and components on the basis of its new 
models. That’s why other than the additional 
charging capability by using V3 supercharger, there 
are no significant new upgrades that can be 
mentioned specifically to Tesla model 3. 

Tesla Model 3 Features 

• Vehicle Type: All-wheel (RWD) or dual-
motor (RWD) drive 

• Motor Type: Synchronous reluctance motor 
with Permanent magnet  

• Torque: 330lb-ft/471lb-ft-RWD/AWD 
• Displacement Power: 283hp/450hp-

RWD/AWD 
• Battery: Lithium-Ion 50 kWh/75kWh 

battery pack (can be charged with 120- or 
240-volt standard power outlet) 

• Transmission: 1-speed fixed gear with 9:1 
ratio 

• Tires: Michelin Pilot Sport 4 235/45 ZR18 
98Y XL 

• Brakes: Regenerative Front And Rear 
Vented Discs, 4-Wheel Disc Brakes w/4-Wheel 
ABS, Brake Assist 

• Suspension F/R: Multi-Link Rear Suspension 
with w/Coil Springs, Double Wishbone Front 
Suspension with w/Coil Springs  

• Fuel Economy (EPA): City-148, Combined-
141, Highway-132 MPGe 

• Range: 250/322-Standard Range plus 
Version/Long-Range Versions with a single 
charge 

The starting price of Tesla Model 3 is $39,190. 

Driver Assistance, Tech, and Safety Features 
The electric cars from Tesla cover all the boxes, and 
the NHTSA has provided Tesla model 3 with the 
perfect five-star rating for its crash-testing. 
The IIHS ratings are also impressive. Which makes 
it a perfect all-electric car. Some of the tech, driver 
assistance, and safety features of this great car are 
listed below: 

• 100 percent self-driving capability 
• The best driver-assist system in the whole 

industry 
• Automatic lane changing 
• 15.4 inches touchscreen 
• Four standard USB port 
• Bluetooth media streaming 
• Two smartphone docks 
• Automated Emergency Braking 
• Adaptive cruise control 

https://cars.usnews.com/cars-trucks/what-is-mpge
https://www.tesla.com/model3
https://www.iihs.org/ratings/vehicle/tesla/model-3-4-door-sedan/2020


• Autopilot (collision warning, blind-spot 
monitoring, automatic braking) 

• Satellite maps featuring live traffic 
• Karaoke 
• Video streaming 
• Stop sign and traffic light reading  
• Auto park capability 

Maintenance and warranty support 
Tesla’s warranty and maintenance coverage are 
one of the longest ones in the whole EVs industry. 
The most significant warranty and maintenance 
features are listed below:  

• Four years of limited warranty or up to 
50,000 miles 

• Eight years of powertrain warranty or up to 
100,000 miles 

• No complimentary maintenance supports 

 

 
 
 
 

Federal Tax Credit for Tesla Model 3 
As 2020 started, the federal tax credit for the Tesla 
Model 3 model dropped to zero, which is a 
bummer. Tesla undoubtedly is the number one 
player in the EVs industry. The main intention to  
launch Tesla Model 3 was to make Tesla’s electric 
cars accessible to as many people as possible. 
 

These are the cheapest options I could find for 
electric cars. As mentioned the article, electric cars 
are cheaper and easier to maintain and so can be a 
good play for saving money in the long-term. 
Ultimately, we did not purchase an electric vehicle 
this time around as I wanted to buy something 
used and the used market for electric vehicles 
didn’t have anything that I felt would prove. 
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Pandemic Pushes Paralegals to Work More                                      
and Worry More, Survey Finds 

 

By Bob Ambrogim lawsitesblog.com 
 

Several surveys in recent months have looked 

at the impact of the pandemic on lawyers, but 

a survey out today examines the effect the 

pandemic has had on paralegals and other 

allied professionals in law firms and legal 

departments, and it finds that the events of the 

last eight months have taken a major toll. 

While paralegals, law clerks and legal 

administrators are essential to the functioning 

of law firms and legal departments, many of 

them report that they have experienced higher 

workloads, higher degrees of anxiety, 

reductions in income, and difficulty achieving 

work-life balance. 

Thirty-seven percent of those who responded 

to the survey say that their mental health had 

been negatively impacted by the pandemic. 

Nearly a quarter say they have lost colleagues 

during the pandemic. 

The survey was conducted between June and 

August by Athennian, the Canada-based 

developer of a cloud-based, legal entity 

management platform that is primarily used 

by paralegals.  

The survey polled 323 paralegals, law clerks 

and legal administrators in the United States, 

Canada, and the United Kingdom, with half 

the responses coming from the U.S. and 38% 

from Canada. 

Among the key findings: 

• 41% report that their workloads 
have increased during the 
pandemic. 

• 65% of paralegals say that they 
feel more productive at home 
than in the office. 

• 37% say that their mental health 
has been negatively impacted by 
the pandemic. 

• A quarter have seen their 
personal income reduced, while 
their overall household incomes 
also dropped. 

• Working from home has caused 
paralegals to struggle to unplug 

https://www.lawsitesblog.com/
https://www.athennian.com/


after work, stay motivated, and 
cope with distractions. 

• 28% say that their biggest 
struggle was communicating and 
collaborating. 

• Lawyer responsiveness to 
paralegals has remained at the 
same level as office working. 

 

Good News, Bad News 

Adrian Camara, CEO of Athennian, told me 

that he sees good and bad news in these 

findings. On the good news side, the survey 

shows that working from home has not 

resulted in any reduction in lawyer 

responsiveness to paralegals, while paralegals 

have been even more productive than in the 

office. 

As firms consider what their working 

arrangements should be in a post-pandemic 

world, these findings support scenarios that 

continue to include working from home and 

other remote-working options, he said. 

But on the bad news side, the survey shows 

that paralegals have experienced negative 

effects from the pandemic. 

“We found that, in general, paralegals are 

experiencing significant pressures, including 

increasing workloads and anxiety around 

Covid-19, all of which have had an impact on 

mental health,” Camara said. “They are 

experiencing family health issues, the loss of 

colleagues, lost income, and isolation.” 

What this means, Camara said, is that law 

firms and legal departments should make it a 

priority to provide the right tools, systems and 

resources to support paralegals, including 

cloud technology to support remote working 

and communication and collaboration tools to 

minimize isolation. 

“The message to employers is loud and clear,” 

he said. “It’s time to take notice of employee 

health, both physical and mental. If the well-

being of your employees is not supported, 

there is likely to be a real business impact on 

client relationships, talent retention, and the 

ability of legal teams to work effectively.” 

Several surveys in recent months have looked 

at the impact of the pandemic on lawyers, 

but a survey out today examines the effect 

the pandemic has had on paralegals and 

other allied professionals in law firms and 

legal departments, and it finds that the 

events of the last eight months have taken a 

major toll. 

While paralegals, law clerks and legal 

administrators are essential to the functioning 
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of law firms and legal departments, many of 

them report that they have experienced higher 

workloads, higher degrees of anxiety, 

reductions in income, and difficulty achieving 

work-life balance. 

Thirty-seven percent of those who responded 

to the survey say that their mental health had 

been negatively impacted by the pandemic. 

Nearly a quarter say they have lost colleagues 

during the pandemic. 

The survey was conducted between June and 

August by Athennian, the Canada-based 

developer of a cloud-based, legal entity 

management platform that is primarily used 

by paralegals.  

The survey polled 323 paralegals, law clerks 

and legal administrators in the United States, 

Canada, and the United Kingdom, with half 

the responses coming from the U.S. and 38% 

from Canada. 

Among the key findings: 

• 41% report that their workloads 
have increased during the 
pandemic. 

• 65% of paralegals say that they 
feel more productive at home 
than in the office. 

• 37% say that their mental health 
has been negatively impacted by 
the pandemic. 

• A quarter have seen their 
personal income reduced, while 
their overall household incomes 
also dropped. 

• Working from home has caused 
paralegals to struggle to unplug 
after work, stay motivated, and 
cope with distractions. 

• 28% say that their biggest 
struggle was communicating and 
collaborating. 

• Lawyer responsiveness to 
paralegals has remained at the 
same level as office working. 
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Good News, Bad News 

Adrian Camara, CEO of Athennian, told me 

that he sees good and bad news in these 

findings. On the good news side, the survey 

shows that working from home has not 

resulted in any reduction in lawyer 

responsiveness to paralegals, while paralegals 

have been even more productive than in the 

office. 

As firms consider what their working 

arrangements should be in a post-pandemic 

world, these findings support scenarios that 

continue to include working from home and 

other remote-working options, he said. 

But on the bad news side, the survey shows 

that paralegals have experienced negative 

effects from the pandemic. 

“We found that, in general, paralegals are 

experiencing significant pressures, including 

increasing workloads and anxiety around 

Covid-19, all of which have had an impact on 

mental health,” Camara said. “They are 

experiencing family health issues, the loss of 

colleagues, lost income, and isolation.” 

What this means, Camara said, is that law 

firms and legal departments should make it a 

priority to provide the right tools, systems and 

resources to support paralegals, including 

cloud technology to support remote working 

and communication and collaboration tools to 

minimize isolation. 

The message to employers is loud and clear,” 

he said. “It’s time to take notice of employee 

health, both physical and mental. If the well-

being of your employees is not supported, 

there is likely to be a real business impact on 

client relationships, talent retention, and the 

ability of legal teams to work effectively.” 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/adriancamara/


Is It Time to Buy Bitcoin? 
Mike Sorrentino, CFA Chief Investment Officer, harwoodfinancialgroup.com 

 

Bitcoin has exploded since March and attracted 
attention from the media and investors. Adoption 
continues to grow, and as more support builds for 
the digital currency, should investors get in now 
before it’s too late? 

It’s Back 
The chart below depicts the meteoric rise in bitcoin 
this year. As of November 12th, one bitcoin will cost 
over $16,000, which is a price the world hasn’t 
seen since late 2017. This has prompted more than 
one billionaire to hit the media circuit to tell 
everyday investors sitting at home why they’re 
buying.  
 
Billionaires tend to be pretty good investors, so this 
has fueled a wide range of interest from Millennials 
to Baby Boomers. Many are asking if now is the 
time to own bitcoin, and if so, how much they 
should buy. But before we address these questions, 
let’s first explain the concept of Bitcoin and the 
prevailing bull and bear cases. That way, we can 
attempt to answer these questions as objectively 
as possible. 
 

Digital Cash 
I frequent a coffee shop down the block because it 
opens early and sells a quality product. This 
transaction is simple. I pay the barista $3, and she 
hands me a cup of coffee. It requires only two 
parties – the buyer and the seller. There is also no 
record of this transaction that could tie me to the 
sale. If the coffee shop owner chose not to report 
the revenue to the IRS, the government would be 
none the wiser.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Since the dawn of time, cash transactions have 

worked this way. The buyer hands over cash, gold, 

or whatever physical form of payment to the seller 

in exchange for goods or services. While this 

simplistic means of commerce may seem obvious, 

the reality of today’s world is that most 

transactions occur digitally. 

 

When I bought my apartment, I did not arrive at 

closing with a bag of cash. Instead, I brought a 

cashier’s check that guaranteed the funds were 

available. Carrying around a lot of cash is not only 

heavy but also risky. If robbed, I would have had no 

recourse. A check also ensured a secure transaction 

because only the seller could cash it.  

Banks facilitate transactions because they can 
charge fees and earn a profit. There is also a record 
of this transaction that allows the government to 
assess taxes. 
 

Another reason why sellers use banks is because 
cash that is stored digitally can be manipulated. 
Consider how easy it is to copy text in a Microsoft 
Word document and then paste it repeatedly. 
Funds stored electronically can be “copied” in the 
same manner (think of this as printing counterfeit 
currency on a computer). Hence, we use these 
trusted third parties to prevent fraud. 
 

Bitcoin is a digital currency that was invented to 
solve two challenges. The first was to conduct cash 
transactions without cash. I could buy coffee using 
bitcoin stored in a digital wallet on the internet 
instead of dollar bills in a physical wallet. I preserve 
my anonymity and neither party could ever prove 
the transaction occurred.  
 



The second was to eliminate the middleman. 
Merchants do not want to sacrifice a portion of the 
sale to credit card processors or banks, but they 
also do not want to subject themselves to the risk 
of fraud. By using bitcoin, the coffee shop owner 
could sleep well at night knowing that the bitcoin 
received is not counterfeit. 
 

The technology supporting bitcoin and other 
“cryptocurrencies” is incredibly complex and also 
beyond the scope of this discussion. For now, just 
think of it as any other form of currency whose 
value fluctuates relative to other currencies in the 
same manner that the U.S. dollar moves against 
the Euro. 
 

Bull Case 
Bitcoin is just like any other asset, where its price is 
determined by the supply available and the 
demand to own it. The bulls view both to be 
favorable over the long run. 
 

On the supply side, there are only 21 million 
bitcoins that can be “mined.” Once these are out 
there, that’s it. No more bitcoin unless the source 
code is altered. As of August 2020, roughly 18.5 
million bitcoins had been mined, and future supply 
growth is estimated at 2.5% annually2. 
 

Certain supply leaves demand as the primary price 
metric, and the bulls argue that most indicators 
look attractive. Crypto savings accounts and 
increased use by corporate treasuries should 
create a more stable foundation of users. For 
example, MicroStrategy (ticker: MSTR) and Square 
(ticker: SQ) pumped in hundreds of millions of 
dollars of their financial reserves into bitcoin2. 
PayPal also just announced that it would allow its 
users to buy, sell, and exchange the asset from 
their accounts on the platform. 
 

This adoption is being fueled by a lot of extremely 
smart people with big bucks. Their commitment to 
something so nascent is a sign that they are going 
to do everything in their power to make bitcoin a 
success. 
 
Another reason for so much recent interest is its 
similarities to gold. Since they cannot be printed 

like paper currencies, their fixed supply makes 
them a potential hedge against inflation and a 
weakening U.S. dollar. Bitcoin may even be more 
suitable than gold since the cost of storing bitcoins 
is cheaper and they are easier to transport. 
 
Add it all up and any asset where robust demand 
exceeds tepid supply growth should see its price rise 
steadily over time. 
 

Bear Case 
Valuation for a digital currency that is a decade old 
and used more for money laundering and evading 
capital controls than it is for purchasing goods and 
supporting international trade remains impossible. 
Any attempt to value bitcoin will be as untested as 
the currency itself, and the bears often point to the 
bursting of the bitcoin bubble in 2017 as 
evidentiary to their refusal to invest. 
 
Furthermore, three structural risks remain with 
bitcoin. The first is jaw-dropping volatility. The 
chart below compares the annualized volatility of 
bitcoin to the S&P 500. Since 2012, bitcoin volatility 
has been more than six times the volatility of the 
S&P 500 on average. 

Source: 
Bloomberg 

Not only does this make for a ride that most 
investors are unable to stomach, it also makes it 
unusable as a currency. If I buy that cup of coffee 
using bitcoin, its value can change before I’m 
finished drinking it. That puts the coffee shop at 
risk of bitcoin falling before they can even convert 
it to dollars. Most merchants are not equipped to 
hedge this type of currency risk. 



The second risk is fraud and manipulation. It’s hard 
to go more than a few months without a story 
about investors getting scammed or hacked. Digital 
wallets exist online, and FDIC insurance will not 
protect these accounts like it does for depositors. 
 
Furthermore, a recent publication estimates with 
95% certainty that bitcoin was manipulated in 2013 
and 2017, and 98% certainty in 2019. If so, any 
attempt to value bitcoin was meaningless because 
the price did not reflect a well-functioning market 
of properly motivated buyers and sellers3. 
 
The third risk is regulation. At any point, any major 
government and/or regulatory body could wreak 
havoc on bitcoin marketplaces by cutting off access 
to banking systems. If so, the chances that it 
becomes a viable currency go to zero pretty fast.  
 

The Bottom Line 
I wish I could tell you which side will prevail. Both 
cases are plausible, but I don’t own a crystal ball, so 
I have no clue what’s going to happen next. But 
that’s generally the case when it comes to 
investing. You never really know what’s going to 
happen, so when you invest, you do your best to 
mitigate risk. 
 
Within this context, for those who want to run with 
the bulls on this one, there are three rules you 
simply must abide by to try to keep the risk to your 
financial future as low as possible.  
 
First, use a reputable platform. Too many of the 
lower-tier trading platforms and digital wallets are 
sitting ducks just waiting to be hacked. Use 
Coinbase or another in equivalent size. Owners 
might even consider storing coins offline and away 
from the internet (“cold storage”).  
 
Second, under no circumstances should you ever 
try to trade any cryptocurrency. The volatility 
should fall as adoption continues to rise, but until 
then, bitcoin will probably remain an extremely 
volatile asset class. The traders that are making 
millions trading bitcoin are professionals, and the  
 

last thing you want to do is go up against Michael 
Jordan without even understanding the basic rules 
of the game.  
 
Think about it this way. If you’re buying bitcoin because 

you believe the bulls, you’re expecting one bitcoin to be 

worth hundreds of thousands or even millions one day. 

If so, who cares what bitcoin does between now and 

then? 

Third, only invest what you are comfortable 
watching go to zero. If the bears are right, this is 
snake oil, and you could lose every dime. 
Therefore, only put in what won’t cause you 
financial and emotional damage if you walk away 
with a goose egg. 
 
The bottom line is that it’s ok to own 
cryptocurrencies as long as your financial future is 
not dependent upon the price of them rising over 
time 
 

Mike Sorrentino, CFA is the Chief Investment Officer of 

Harwood Financial Group. 800-989-1427. 

www.harwoodfinancialgroup.com 
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THE MACBOOK AIR WITH M1 - 
NEW CHIP, NO PROBLEM 
The new Arm-based system has 

exceeded almost every expectation 
 

 
By Dieter Bohn, theverge.com, Photography by Vjeran Pavic 

                                                                                                         
The new MacBook Air with Apple’s M1 chip is a 
triumph. 

In a week of testing, I have pushed this computer 
and its new Apple-made processor to its limits and 
found that those limits exceeded my expectations 
on nearly every level. 

I’ve also used it in the way a MacBook Air is really 
meant to be used: as an everyday computer for 
workaday tasks. When doing so, I clocked eight and 
sometimes 10 hours of continuous use on battery. 

Coming into this review, I had a catalog of potential 
pitfalls that Apple could have fallen into when 
switching from an Intel chip to its own processor. 
Chip transitions are devilishly hard and don’t 
usually go smoothly. This MacBook Air not only 
avoids almost all of those pitfalls, but it gleefully 
leaps over them. 

Not everything is perfect, of course. Apple’s 
insistence on using dumpy webcams continues to 

be a bummer, and running iPad apps is a mess. But 
as I used the MacBook Air, I often found myself so 
impressed that I had a hard time believing it. 

Believe it. The MacBook Air with the M1 chip is the 
most impressive laptop I’ve used in years.                                                                                                          

OUR REVIEWVERGE SCORE9.5 OUT OF 10 
 

GOOD STUFF 

• Fast 
• Intel-based apps work well 
• Excellent battery life 

BAD STUFF 

• Awful webcam 
• iOS apps are a whiff 
• It’s time to admit Macs would be better 

with touchscreens 
•  

The MacBook Air is the most impressive laptop I’ve 
used in years 

MACBOOK AIR HARDWARE 

On the outside, the new MacBook Air is nearly 
identical to the Intel-based one Apple released 
earlier this year. It has the same well-loved wedge-
shaped design, 2560 x 1600 screen that maxes out 
at 400 nits of brightness, Touch ID fingerprint login, 
reasonably good speakers, Apple’s revised scissor-
switch keyboard, and that massive trackpad. 

It also has the same starting price: $999 for a 
model with 8GB of RAM and 256GB of storage. 
That base model also has one less core on its 
graphics processor compared to pricier 
configurations, though I can’t speak to what impact 
that might have. (I bet it’s not much.) The model 
I’m testing has 16GB of RAM and 1TB of storage for 
$1,649. As before, you can’t upgrade anything later 
on if you need to. 

APPLE KEPT THE DESIGN EXACTLY THE SAME   
Apple has updated the options on the function row. 
The MacBook Air still has a terrible webcam. 
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There is only one exterior difference between the 
new one and the last model: Apple swapped out 

some of the buttons on the function row for more 
useful ones. Now, you get a button for Spotlight 
search (which, on macOS Big Sur, finally can do 
Google searches), Do Not Disturb, and Dictation. If, 
like me, you haven’t used Dictation much before 
this, I think you’ll be pleasantly surprised at how 
good it is. 

The other differences are all on the inside. There’s 
no fan anymore, for one thing, just an aluminum 
heat spreader. But even when pushing this 
machine to its absolute limit, I never felt it get 
more than a little warm. Apple knows what the 
thermal ceiling for this system is, and it keeps the 
MacBook well within it. 

Unfortunately, that similarity extends to the 
webcam, which is still 720p resolution and still 
terrible. Apple has tried to borrow some of its real-
time image processing from the iPhone to try to 
spruce up the image — and I do find that it does a 
better job evenly lighting my face — but mostly 
what I notice is that it looks bad (only now it’s a 
more processed version of bad). 

One other internal change that will affect pro users 
and developers more than the average MacBook 
Air user is that Apple has switched to a unified 
memory architecture, so there’s no separate 
graphics memory. Apple claims this is more 
efficient. Unfortunately, I can’t speak to whether 
the 8GB model has enough RAM to comfortably 
handle both CPU and GPU needs, but I haven’t had 
any problems with the 16GB on my review unit. 

In fact, I have yet to run into any sort of 
performance problem at all — because this 
MacBook Air is fast. 

MACBOOK AIR PERFORMANCE 

The MacBook Air performs like a pro-level laptop. It 
never groans under multiple apps. (I’ve run well 
over a dozen at a time.) It handles intensive apps 
like Photoshop and even video editing apps like 
Adobe Premiere without complaint. It has never 
made me think twice about loading up another 
browser tab or 10 — even in Chrome. 

Last week, I wrote that Apple was “astonishingly 
confident in its new M1 Mac processors,” rattling 
off huge claims and declining to lower expectations 
in any way. Having used one, I’m simply 
astonished. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It has two Thunderbolt ports. It uses Touch ID for 
biometrics. Overall, the hardware is identical to the 
last model. 

I’ve used Windows laptops with Arm processors 
from Qualcomm, and they are slower, buggier, and 
more complicated than Intel machines. Even 
though I figured Apple would handle this Intel-to-
Arm transition better, I didn’t expect everything to 
work as well as it does. 

I knew that macOS and Apple’s own apps would be 
fast, many of which have been coded specifically to 
work with this processor. What has shocked me is 
how well every app runs. 

Some background: apps are usually built to work 
with a specific kind of processor, so when they are 
run on a machine with a different processor, some 

https://www.theverge.com/2020/11/13/21563242/apple-m1-silicon-chip-arm-macbook-rosetta-confidence


kind of extra work has to happen under the hood. 
On the Mac, that work is done by a piece of 
software called Rosetta 2, which you install the first 
time you run an Intel-based app. 

Unlike on Windows, Rosetta 2 isn’t really emulation 
but translation. It means those apps take a beat 
longer to launch, but once they’re running, they 
just... run. I have yet to run into any app 
compatibility problems (though there may be some 
I haven’t been able to track down). 

We, of course, ran a suite of benchmarks. The chart 
below shows some of our results. But I just want to 
call out one, in particular: the frame rate 
on Shadow of the Tomb Raider. Thirty-eight frames 
per second is a respectable number for a gaming 
laptop with a low-end graphics card. It’s 
nigh unheard of for a computer with an integrated 
GPU. I am doing work on this MacBook Air that 
would have brought my old MacBook Air to its 
knees. 

M1-BASED MAC BENCHMARKS 

Benchmark 
MacBook 

Air 
MacBook 

Pro 
Mac 
mini 

Cinebench R23 Multi 6803 7729 7729 

Cinebench R23 Single 1494 1519 1520 

Cinebench R23 Multi 
looped for 30 minutes 

5369 7729 7780 

Geekbench 5.3 CPU 
Multi 

7510 7554 7711 

Geekbench 5.3 CPU 
Single 

1730 1730 1754 

Geekbench 5.3 
OpenCL/ Compute 

18357 19211 19654 

We run a standard Adobe Premiere export test, 
and the MacBook Air beats the latest Intel laptops 
with integrated graphics and holds its own with 
some laptops with proper discrete GPUs. 

The thing to pay attention to isn’t the numbers. I 
admit they’re impressive, and also they reflect my 
real experience with the computer. Instead, the 
thing to pay attention to is that Tomb Raider and 
Adobe Premiere haven’t been optimized for this 
chip yet. They’re running through Apple’s Rosetta 2 

translation layer. Apple has intimated that the M1 
chip was designed in collaboration with the Rosetta 
team, so it’s likely that there are lots of 
optimizations in the hardware itself. 

(We did find one odd bug, however: Premiere 
encoded video at half the usual bitrate we expect 
when using variable bitrate on a YouTube 4K preset 
export. We had to set the slider to 80 to achieve 
the same bitrate Intel computers export on the 
default settings. Weird! We’ve let Adobe know, 
and as of publish time, the best answer is that 
Premiere isn’t officially supported on the M1.) 

If you currently have a MacBook Air, I am confident 
this new MacBook will perform better in every 
way. I think it beats the pants off Intel-based 
ultrabooks running Windows, including its most 
recent chips. 

Control Center on the MacBook Air. 

MACBOOK AIR BATTERY LIFE 

Apple is claiming that this machine can get 18 
hours of video playback and “15 hours of wireless 
web,” both of which are very large claims. The 
company tells me I should expect battery life to be 
as much as 50 percent better than the last Air, and 
the battery inside this computer isn’t any bigger 
than the previous models. All of those 
improvements come down to increased efficiency. 

My actual results? I’m getting between eight and 
10 hours of real, sustained work depending on how 
hard I am pushing it. That’s not quite 50 percent 
better than the last MacBook Air, but it’s very 
close. 



THE AIR LASTS LONGER THAN MOST OTHER 
LAPTOPS IN ITS CLASS 

To be very clear, I’m getting those numbers using 
the apps I actually use, which, of course, includes 
Chrome and various apps that are also based on 
the Chrome engine, like Slack. What’s remarkable 
about that is, for some applications, Rosetta 2 
needs to do a bunch of real-time code translation, 
which further eats into battery life. 

If and when these apps are rewritten to be 
“universal” apps that work natively on the M1, I 
expect to see even better battery life. 

It might seem odd to mention this in the context of 
battery life, but the MacBook Air now wakes 
instantly from sleep, and apps that were running 
before you shut the laptop are much quicker to 
catch themselves up with the world. It’s subtle, but 
I have found myself willing to shut the Air closed 
more often than I usually do with other laptops 
because waking it from sleep is so seamless. 

If 

you’re trying to choose between the new 13-inch 
MacBook Pro and this MacBook Air, I think that 
battery life is going to be the deciding factor for 
most people. In Nilay’s testing, the Pro is 
consistently getting a couple more hours on a 
charge. The Pro also has a Touch Bar and a slightly 
brighter screen, but the other major difference is 
that it has a fan. That allows it to run heavy 
workloads for extended periods of time. Same deal 
with the new Mac mini. 

iOS apps running natively on the MacBook Air. 
Some are good; many are not. 

IOS APPS ON THE MACBOOK AIR 

One benefit of the MacBook using the same 
processor architecture as the iPhone and iPad is 
that it can now run iPhone and iPad apps natively. 
To find them, you need to specifically filter for 
them in the Mac app store. Developers are not 
allowed to distribute iOS apps to users directly, 
unfortunately. 

When you do head over to the Mac app store to 
find your favorite apps, prepare to be 
disappointed. Click on your name in the lower left, 
then click the tab for “iPhone & iPad apps,” which 
will show you all of the apps you’ve installed on 
your iOS devices. 

What I found there was a gallery of abandonware, 
mostly apps from developers that haven’t been 
updated to be aware of newer devices. Developers 
have the option to opt their apps out of being 
made available on the Mac, and many, many 
developers have done so. Instagram, Slack, Gmail, 
and many others simply aren’t available. I suspect 
these developers made that choice because they 
wanted to make sure they didn’t have a messy, 
weird app experience on the Mac. 

Because iOS apps on the Mac are a messy, weird 
experience. Apple 
should have 
slapped a beta 
label on this 
feature. 

Apple’s “Touch 
Alternatives” 
option for iOS 
apps. 

Apps that have 
been coded to 
work with the 
latest iPad coding 
standards are 
great. Overcast, a 
podcasting app, is 
quite good and feels totally usable. HBO Max, on 
the other hand, is a mess. It appears in a little 
window that you can’t resize, nor can you full-
screen videos. What? 

https://www.theverge.com/21570497/apple-macbook-pro-2020-m1-review


The experience is also a little buggy, though Apple 
tells me the following issue I experienced will be 
resolved soon. I installed the Telegram messaging 
iOS app, which works well at first. But when a new 
message comes in, the app opens up on top of my 
other windows. The larger bug is that I was unable 
to delete it using the usual method of clicking an X 
button in Launch Center. Even when I deleted it 
manually in the Finder, it still seemed to stick 
around for a few minutes until I rebooted, 
receiving notifications. 

Apple has built a new system for every iOS app that 
is available in the Mac menu called “Touch 
Alternatives.” It is a series of buttons, gestures, and 
other eldritch incantations to make apps that need 
a touchscreen work on a Mac. 

It’s frankly ridiculous and the clearest sign yet that 
Apple is bending itself into knots to avoid doing 
what obviously needs to be done: put a 
touchscreen on the Mac. 

Luckily, you can ignore all of these iOS apps until 
developers optimize them or Apple figures out a 
better way to clean up the weird stuff. 

At the same time that it launched the new 
MacBook Air with an M1 processor, Apple 
discontinued the Intel-based version of the Air. It 
was a bold move; the MacBook Air is Apple’s best-
selling computer, and Apple also just made more 
money selling Macs last quarter than it ever had 
before. But it was the right decision. There is not a 

single reason I can find to want the old Intel 
version. 

EXCEPT FOR THE WEBCAM, THE MACBOOK AIR 
WITH THE M1 IS INCREDIBLE 

For pro users, there are still improvements Apple 
needs to make to increase performance on the top 
end for intense workloads. You can’t run an 
external graphics card, and you’re limited to just 
one external display at a time, for example, and it’s 
likely that a true pro would find the ceiling on this 
integrated GPU fairly quickly. But as an every 
person computer, there is nothing like this 
MacBook Air. It has very good battery life, 
incredible performance for its class, and yes, a 
good keyboard. Too bad about the webcam, 
though. It’s the main reason we couldn’t give this 
laptop a 10/10, which we were considering. 

Processor transitions are supposed to be messy 
and complicated. Early adopters of the new chips 
usually sign up for broken apps, slowdowns, and 
weird bugs. Through careful integration of its new 
processor and its software, Apple has avoided all of 
that. 

You don’t have to worry about any of the technical 
details that have enabled the MacBook Air to 
successfully navigate that transition. The fact that I 
can say that is perhaps the most impressive thing 
of all. 

Because it just works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Best Virtual Tours That You Can Take Without Leaving Home 
By Alina Bradford, digitaltrends.com 

                                                                                   

Need to get out of the house and go on vacation, but 

finances, health, or other circumstances have you 

staying at home? Virtual tours are the next best 

thing. They allow you to travel to exotic locations, 

including space, without ever leaving home. Here 

are some of the best ways to take a staycation 

getaway using virtual tours.          

Best virtual tour app for Android 

 

 

 

 

The Seven Wonders app allows you to travel to the 

seven wonders of the world from your phone. The 

app works with all VR headsets, from Google 

Cardboard to the Valve Index, but you don’t have to 

use them. You can just hold your phone up to your 

face — as you move the phone, you’ll see a 360-

degree view of whatever location you’re visiting. 

Best virtual tour app for iPhone 

 

 

 

 

With the Sites in VR app, you can take tours around 

the world using a virtual reality headset or just your  

                                                                              

phone or iPad. You can choose from cities or 

countries to visit, or you can go inside famous 

landmarks, like the pyramids. There’s even space 

panoramas for a little out-of-this-world 

entertainment. 

Best virtual tours online 

                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

AirPano is a free site that allows you to wander 

beautiful locations all over the world. The best 

features of these virtual tours are choosing to take a 

helicopter view over the landscape or a walking trail 

through the area. The site also has articles about the 

location you are visiting and allows visitors to leave 

comments. If you really like a tour, you can choose 

to buy it as a download. 

Best virtual space tours 

 

                                                                                                                                       

Sometimes you just want to leave this planet 

behind. That’s where virtual space tours come in 

handy. The Exoplanet Travel Bureau, powered by 

https://www.digitaltrends.com/users/abradford/
https://www.digitaltrends.com/virtual-reality/best-vr-apps-for-travel/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.LAzyDevs.WondersVR&hl=en_US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/sites-in-vr/id625987419#?platform=ipad
https://www.digitaltrends.com/virtual-reality/best-vr-headsets/
https://www.airpano.com/
https://exoplanets.nasa.gov/alien-worlds/exoplanet-travel-bureau/explore-trappist-1d/?travel_bureau=true


NASA, is here for you. You can choose an 

exoplanet and travel around its alien surface. Of 

course, the planets are artist renderings, since we 

haven’t actually traveled there yet, but they’re 

fascinating just the same. NASA at Home has many 

more space-themed virtual and augmented real ours, 

too.                                                                                                                                                                    

Best virtual tours of US national parks 

                

The Hidden Worlds of the National Parks is a 

Google project that lets you explore five different 

U.S. parks, including Florida’s Dry Tortugas, Kenai 

Hawaiian volcanoes, Fjords in Alaska, New 

Mexico’s Carlsbad Caverns, and Utah’s Bryce 

Canyon. Each tour starts with a little history lesson 

about the area, and then you can dive into the 360-

degree landscape. There are also audio tour guides 

that help you along your journey, explaining what 

you’re looking at and a little of its history.   

Best way to take a random tour                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

                                                                     

Sometimes you don’t know where you want to go, 

and that’s okay. The Random Street View 

generator (powered by Google Maps) is the answer. 

It will take you on a virtual stroll down a random 

street somewhere in the world. Be careful, though. 

Exploring random locations is a bit addicting. One 

minute you may be virtually walking down a 

highway in Michigan, and then with a click, you 

could be in an alleyway in Romania. The best part 

is that you get to see places that other virtual tour 

sites and apps don’t offer. 

Best global virtual tour 

                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

With Google Earth, you can go anywhere on our 

planet, from your hometown to the other side of the 

earth. You can use the website to take your journey, 

or use the app together with VR equipment to 

enhance your experience. Other than the awesome 

street views and ability to travel just about 

anywhere, you can also enhance Google Earth with 

your own videos and photos of places you have 

been in person. 

Best zoo virtual tours 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                     

If you’re an animal lover, there are many great 

virtual zoo exhibits that you can visit from your 

home. The San Diego Live Cams, for example, let 

you watch live footage of a wide range of animals, 

https://www.nasa.gov/nasa-at-home-virtual-tours-and-augmented-reality
https://artsandculture.withgoogle.com/en-us/
https://randomstreetview.com/
https://randomstreetview.com/
https://www.google.com/earth/
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/live-cams


from baboons to penguins. Some other great animal 

cams can be found at the Smithsonian’s National 

Zoo & Conservation Biology Institute, The Houston 

Zoo 

Best aquarium virtual tours 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                              

There are plenty of ways to visit our fishy friends, 

too. The Monterey Bay Aquarium, The Georgia 

Aquarium, and The National Aquarium all have 

fantastic live webcams that allow you to watch 

sharks, jellyfish, stingrays, and much more.                                                                                                                               

Best fine art virtual tours 

 

 

  

When it comes to fine art, it’s hard to do better than 

a virtual tour of the Louvre. The website has a 

variety of tours you can take throughout the gallery, 

including The Galerie d’Apollon, Louvre’s Petite 

Galerie, and the east side of the Sully wing. When 

you’re finished at the Louvre, check out the virtual 

tours of the National Museum of Modern and 

Contemporary Art in South Korea, the Gare 

d’Orsay in Paris, and the Museu de Arte de São 

Paulo in Brazil. 

Best history museum virtual tours 

                                                                                                                      

 

There are also virtual tours that can take you back in 

time, sort of. You can see amazing exhibits of 

curiosities from the past, like dinosaurs, Egyptian 

relics, Stone Age tools, and more at The Natural 

History Museum in London, The Smithsonian 

National Museum of Natural History, and The 

British Museum. 

Best virtual nature walks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Longing for a walk in the woods or a tour through 

habitats that rarely see a human? No problem. There 

are plenty of virtual tours to satisfy you. 

Conservation International, for example, has a 360-

degree tour through the Amazon that is narrated by 

an indigenous guide. Other virtual hikes you might 

enjoy include a trip through the redwoods at Muir 

Woods National Park, a stroll through the Upper 

Newport Bay Nature Preserve, and a tour of New 

Zealand’s Great Walks. 
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Best Attorney Offices 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


